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Mrs. Heron wrote from Seoul, October 22,

1890, being in good health and feeling that, like

Ezekiel after the death of his wife, she has
4 no time

to mourn, but a work to do. She says

:

My plan is to hunt up the people for whom Dr.

Heron has done his best work and do all I can for

them. I go to visit them in their homes once or

twice a week, taking books and texts, and invite

them to spend two afternoons a week with me. I

use my magic-lantern pictures, telling them the story

of Jesus’ life and death. Sunday afternoons or

evenings I shall again take up my old Bible class

and I have a Friday afternoon industrial class. I

take in sewing and pay a company of working

won en for doing it while I talk to them of Jesus or

have them listen to reading. So far, I have had

fron twelve to eighteen ladies on my magic-lantern

aftei* 100ns.
,

Yesterday, at the house of the dowager queen s

gran dnephew, I met a large company of his relatives,

many of whom Dr. Heron had treated, and they ac-

cepted my invitation to see my pictures on Saturday.

To-day I have had some of Dr. Heron’s Korean

friends to lunch with me and they gladly took away

all the books I had to give them. We so need more

of the Bible translated and more books for the women.

Dr. Heron’s life and death have opened many

otherwise closed doors to me and it will be my great-

est pleasure to carry his last message wherever I can

and in the quiet way in which he did his work.



I cannot tell you how such things seem out

in this dark land ! The sin and misery
and darkness almost overpowering, a great

sea on all sides, and yet to feel that one
has been able to win souls for Christ even
here !

The sister came with her eyes full of

tears yesterday, but not a complaint of any
kind. She said nothing about hard times.

She is a brave woman— a lady born and
yet not afraid of hard work. She said that

during her brother’s lifetime he and her

mother spent much time in study of the

Bible. After her brother’s death she began
to study with her mother, and now believes

it and that Jesus Christ is her Saviour.

Then she asked me a question that was a

great encouragement to me.
“ The time for worshiping at the graves

has come, and all the people expect me to

do this bowing. They will talk very badly
about me if I do not. What shall I do ?”

Now, I know this is a hard question that

comes into the life of every one of the

Korean converts, and yet they do not
often tell us anything about it, and I have
feared many of them did not want us to

know what they did about this national

custom of worshiping ancestors. I re-

minded the poor woman of the hard things
Jesus had done for us, and she thought
she could bear the insults of her friends

better than grieve Him.
She had only been gone a few moments

when the old soldier came to the door with
a card and I heard the rush of a body-
guard of soldiers and servants outside It

was Mr. Min, the king’s cousin, and three
of his friends, in snow-white silk coats,

white kid shoes and white hats. Mr. Min
was a kind friend to Dr. Heron and had
been out in his country province ever since

Dr. Heron’s death, till his return three

days ago. He came with his English in-

terpreter. He is a real gentleman. He
asked so kindly how I get along here
alone and if I was in need. Koreans know
how to do some very kind things, and
their ways are very delicate.

I told him all I could of Dr. Heron’s
last talks with us, of his perfect happiness
now, and of the comfort I have in my
sorrow. He invited me to visit his wife.

It was almost dark when he left and as I

put the babies to sleep I felt that it had been
an afternoon over which to be thankful.

Mrs. /. IV. Heron.
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From “ The Chinese Recorder” September, 1890.]

Two Shining Marks.

John TV. Heron
,
M.D., and Rev . J. Henry Davies.

BY REV. DANIEL L. GIFFORD.

4 4'^EATH loves a shining mark/’ they tell us. And yet why& should it be so ? Why should those silver-winged arrows

fall from the clouds upon the forms of the young and strong ? Why
is it not the old man bent under his harvested sheaves that is taken ?

We could understand that. Why should it be the young man, fitted

for his work by years of careful laborious training, with just

enough of brilliant achievement visible to let us imagine what his

career might have been ? When such a man falls with scarcely a

warning, we shroud our faces as in the presence of a sovereign, terrible

Providence. And yet our tears fall from submissive eyes. It is

an all-wise loving Father who has ordered it so. Some blessed

day we shall know His reason. Thus we feel to-day as we

quiver under the second such bereavement that has befallen our

Presbyterian mission circle in Korea within a period of less than

four months.

One cool morning last March a little cluster of foreigners and

Koreans stood watching a slender young man, as he strode

down a lane in Seoul. His bearded face was genial, intelligent and

marked with indomitable purpose. He was waving back in a light-

hearted way his farewells, as he started upon his first itinerating

journey to the country. Not many days later came the sad news

that our brother Davies had passed away. Who can ever know the

heroism of the last days of that journey ? He had contracted small-

pox in some Korean village, and, later, pneumonia took hold upon

him. During those last days disease and an iron will battled for

mastery, as he dragged himself along on foot towards foreign friends

and medicine in Fusan, at the extreme South of Korea. Nature at

length yielded, and at considerable expense he secured a native

chair for the last day or two of the journey. The third day after

his arrival in Fusan he was with his Lord in Paradise. Let me tell

you something of the man himself. It was only some six months

before that Rev. J. Henry Davies and his sister had come to us from

their home in Melbourne, Australia, as the representatives in mission

work of the Victorian Presbyterian General Assembly. He was

some thirty-three years of age. His preparation for the work had



2

been something remarkable. When he was thirteen years old, his

father, a lawyer in the colony, died. He was the eldest son, and
the support of a number of young brothers and sisters fell principally

upon himself. He entered a law office, and by studying before and
after office hours, succeeded in passing the matriculation examination

and became an articled clerk. About this time he sat under preach-

ing that turned his heart toward foreign missions. So he left the

law, for which he had shown such aptitude, and began a University

course, supporting himself in the meantime by teaching. He had
finished his first year in arts when a pressing call came for him to go
to India to assist his brother-in-law in mission work. Believing it

to be his duty, he went out and joined the work among the Telegu
people. With characteristic diligence he was making great progress
in the language, when after eighteen months* service, ill-health

compelled his return to the colony. Soon he was back in the

University again, supporting himself as before, and taking prizes for

scholarship. After graduation, iu connection with his eldest sister, lie

built up an Academy for boys, which in the course of time became
both financially and educationally a most flourishing school. All
this time he had foreign missions on his heart. His way finally

became clear, and he went to Edinburgh, Scotland, to study theology.

Now he was ready for his work. With the same sister who had
helped him build up the school he came to Korea. Here, with the
same indomitable energy, he set himself to the mastery of the
language. In this he was making splendid progress and was
rapidly getting into evangelistic work when his life record was
closed, and our brother was called home. We had learned to love
him for his gentleness, his single-minded zeal, his scholarship, for

his qualities of leadership, for his great mental force and his

consistent Christian character. Thus passed away our brother in
all his youthful strength, leaving behind a vacancy in our ranks and
our hearts.

Every morning about eleven o’clock, had you been living in Seoul
you might have seen emerging from the same lane I have referred
to a vicious eyed, powerfully built grey horse. Upon his back, with
the easy grace of a Southern bred horseman, sat a medium sized, well
proportioned man. His features were handsome with a regular
outline, a high straight forehead, blue eyes and a heavy brown
moustache. The eyes were keenly observant. In the face there were
the marks of refinement, dignity, spirit, earnestness and a high in-

telligence. It was Dr. Heron on his way to the Government Hospital.
Never again will that picture, full of force and dignity, greet our
loving eyes, lesterday, upon a breezy hill top with the shining river
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flowing down below, we laid away the form of him who had robbed
his constitution of its strength, that he might give to mauy a stricken
Korean life and health. In him medical missions have lost a worker
of brilliant promise, and we, who are left iu Korea, a faithful, true-
hearted brother.

John W. Heron, M.D., was born in England June 15th, 1850.
His father was an English congregationalist minister. In 1870 ho
brought his young family to America, and connecting himself with
the Presbyterian Church (North,) he preached the rest of his life at

Knoxville, East Tenu. The Dr. in time graduated from Maryville
College, E. Tenn., supporting himself in the meanwhile with
the proceeds from former school teaching. Now let us observe
the way in which he was trained for the work the Lord had iu

store for him.

At a later date we find him a student in the medical department
of the University of Tenn. iu Nashville, Such a faithful student

was he that in 1883 he graduated with the highest honors that had
ever been given in the school up to that time. For eighteen months
he practised medicine in Jonesboro, E. Tenn. Not yot was his

training complete. With the expectation of entering upon foreign

missionary work, he spent the winter of 1884-85 in the medical

department of the University of New York. Here he graduated

again with honors. While here, as the result of passing the com-

petative examination, he became one of the physicians in the Black-

well Island Hospital. At the close of his year of study he was offered

a professorship in the medical department of the University of

Tenn., but refused for the sake of his chosen work. In the same

year he was married to Miss Hattie Gibson, daughter of Dr.

Gibson, with whom he had practised medicine in Jonesboro, and

came out under the Presbyterian Board to Korea. In 1887, upon

the return to the U. S. of Dr. Allen as secretary of Legation, he became

physician to the king of Korea. And since that time he has been in

charge of the Government Hospital; and further, he has had

nearly all the foreign practice in Seoul upon his bauds. Such has

been his professional success that he has twice been given rauk by

the king.

Probably no young missionary has been sent out by our Board

to Korea, that has not at one time or another made his home under

the hospitable roof gf Dr. Heron. And those who enjoyed his

intimacy know that no one could be a warmer, truer and more

generous friend than he. He had a sensitive, spirited nature, lie

was always frank and open in his dealings. He had great quickness of

intellect. He could digest a book in half the time that others could.
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His family relations were beautiful to behold. There was a touch of

rare chivalry and devotion in the love he had for bis wife aud two

little girls. In church and mission relations he was a man of intense

conviction, holding at times a somewhat conservative view, but only

so because of his deep interest in the welfare of the work. He was a

man of untiring energy. There have been times when to his own

heavy work was added the supervision of all the other departments

of the work of the mission. He carried all his burdens with the same

faithful care. Some might get the impression that his controlling

motive was purely humanitarian; that the missionary was lost in the

physician. But those who knew and loved him best could not believe

this. Circumstances beyond his control compelled him to do more

medical and less evangelistic work than in his heart he longed to do.

No doubt God’s plan was best for him. His intimate friends knew

that under all his medical work was the thought of loving service to

his God. The Lord saw fit to give him a pioneer work. His

professional skill aud his untiring service in the hospital and dis-

pensary have more than anything else tended to break down

the persecuting prejudice against Christianity, that only a couple ot

decades ago martyred thousands of Catholic converts. Dr. Heron in

the five years that he has been here has medicated with his own

hand forty thousand Koreans. During his last illness the loving

sympathy shown by natives, who had been helped by him, was a

touching tribute to the nobility of his career.
.

So who can say that these two lives have been incomplete.

They did the work God had for them to do. Their achievements

were brilliant and their memories are full of fragrance. After all

we must say, “ God knows best.”
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DEA THS IN THE SEE VICE.

DR. J. W. HERON.

Finding in The Interior but a brief
notice of the death of Dr. J. W. Heron, of
Seoul, Korea, I feel that I must offer at

least a word as reminder of the great loss

the church has sustained, in this sudden
removal of one of its most talented and
consecrated laborers in the foreign field. I

know whereof I speak, for it was my priv-

ilege to share for a season the wholesome
cheer of his exceptional Christian home, to

see him in his work, and to mark the un-
qualified deference and esteem in which
he was held by natives and foreigners

alike. I know full well the deep gloom
that is now overhanging both of the Amer-
ican missions, as well as thb diplomatic

circles at Seoul, as they seek to rally from
this heavy blow which providence has
dealt them, and to minister comfort to his

stricken household. An Englishman by
birth, the grace of perseverance was not
the least of his endowments. Supplement-
ing his academic course by efficient service

as a teacher in Tennessee, he was a man
of liberal culture. Bearing off the first

honors of his class, in the best medical

schools of this country, and adding to his

professional attainments rare personal and
social graces, he was equipped for more
than local eminence in America.; But,

convinced of his Master’s call to labor in

the widening field of foreign missions, he^

humbly and with steadfast purpose devoted

himself with all his talents to this his chosen
work. Obstacles and delay, sufficient to

dishearten many another, were unavailing
to turn him from his purpose.' At length

his desire was granted, and in the flush of

his young manhood he entered eagerly,

upon an appointment as physician in the
recently established Korean mission.

.

There his keen discernment and sound;

sense guided him in a course of service at

once aggressive and conservative. Per-
ceiving that the masses are to be reached
through the court, he sought and won
prompt recognition there, and was_ere_

long honored with a decoration, which se-

cured him a high place in the popular re-

gard. Aware that in initial mission work

future success depends upon laying the

foundation good and strong, he'made haste

slowly, while strengthening the bases of

medical and educational work. Prompt,

courteous and self-forgetful, he made his

^presence a help and an inspiration indeed

to his fellow missionaries. By his little

acts of kindness, as well as by. the larger

provisions for their comfort, he grew into

their hearts to an extent which they will

fully appreciate only now that he is with

them no more. To find as hfs successor

one who will prove his equal, In this re-

gard, is no easy task. Five years of un-

remitted labor ended, and the church of

Christ enriched by their results. A noble

life cut short in its prime, yet expressed

in a character rare for its union of strength

aud beauty—this is memory’s heritage

from him to all of those who, like myself,

knew and loved the man and now mourn

his death as a personal bereavement.

Fulton, Ills. Wm. Gardner.

' The death of Dr. J. W. Heron, of Korea,-

j

announced by a cablegram of August 1, (

brings a serious shock to the officers of the

Board and to many friends. No particulars^

have been received at this time of writing,

except that he died of dysentery. Dr. Heron

had long been conscious of overwork and

of a severe strain upon his strength, and was

planning to secure, if possible, a furlough as

soon as some one should be found to take
i

his place. He was appointed to the Korea

mission in 1885, and from the first gave

promise of medical skill and of a strong and
,

vigorous missionary work. He was the son

of a well-known pastor of the Presbyterian

Church, and leaves a mother whose strong

faith and zeal consecrated him long ago to

the mission work, and who but a short time

before his death declared that he was in just 1

the place where she would wish to have him.

For a time Dr. Heron was, associated with

Dr. H. N. Allen in the charge of the gov-

ernment hospital and other medical work-in

Seoul, and upon the appointment of the lat-^

ter by the king of Korea as interpreter and

adviser of the Korean legation, which was

sent to Washington in 1887, Dr. Heron

took full charge of the work, and from that

time on had borne a heavy burden. He
had won the confidence of the foreign com-

munity to such an extent that he had a

large practice, the avails of which were

handed over to the treasury of the mission.

He leaves a young wife and two children to

mourn his loss, besides a mother, brother

and sisters in this country. He was ready

to answer what he considered a call of duty

to go abroad in the service of Christ and

humanity. He has rendered a faithful

stewardship, and while still in his youth he

has been called to lay down his work and

receive his reward.

With feelings of deep sorrow we have

to chronicle the death of Dr. J. W. Heron, of,

Korea, on August 1, from dysentery. Full par-

ticulars are not yet to hand, but from all we can

gather it appears to be “ Death from overwork.”

How sad, sad, it is to see the noble few in

heathen lands struggling to give the life, light,

and liberty of the Gospel to these perishing

millions, afed the 999 staying at home. We well

remember the Doctor and the pleasure we had

in presiding at the farewell meeting held at the

Y. M. C. A. in this city, in 1885, to take leave of

him, and of Dr. Swan, who was going to China.

Dr. Heron has left a widow and two children,

' ar-dear aged mother, besides brothers and sisters.

Arrangements were being made for a trip home

t6_^America, when he was called to the Home
•Hand. *

A letter from Mrs. Horton was read,
giving the following particulars con-
cerning the death of Dr. Heron, of
Korea. “ He suffered a great deal, being
sick about three weeks

;
he had a num-

ber of lucid intervals, when he gave
very clear testimony of his faith and
said many things which will be a great
comfort to his wife and friends to re-
member. At one time he called the
servants and told them he was going to
heaven, that the story of Jesus was all

true, no mere tale, and if they would,
believe they would meet him there;
he spoke then in so much better Ko-
rean than usual, it seemed as though
especial help had been given him. At
another time he said, yes, he was going
to heaven, washed in the blood of the
Lamb, and clasping his arms together
repeated “all washed in the blood of
Jesus. He never expressed a fear at
the thought of death, said he was all

ready to go when Jesus should call,

although he had only done a little of
his work here. ”

^£4

CJL

ie,to_us-.that
,

Dr. Heron has been called away from his work
^viff^^orea by^God% messenger^-Dejith. Some of us remember the letter he wrote

[

to us about “Koi^iui^^ammatlons ” for our September number last year.

We cannotTeli why the Master thought it best to take him away from his
j

work for the sick bodies aud souls of the Koreans, but of one thing we are sure,
I

whenever thg Lord takes away a worker from His harvest-field, He sends a call

to you who &>e boys and girls now, to be very diligent in making ready to take :

up the-work that their hands Jhayaieft undone. :
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says thaL^etween the mUrobe of diphtheria and

fih^a tiie other perishes, and \» the ©rjF*ipoia* eii
rrot^ U too more powerful' of the two It ds the
diphtheria ailerobe that gefcj to tlpsVall. witherm li'Ti Ihn <> « (•(nixrftKa o,.»v« *.i_i. . . *

*“
mic^os.itojBfrro*., o Clts«£kt st, or btf lareu
dies of disgust aMh* appearance on the scooe of
hla meaner fellow-creature, doe* not appear.

I)r. John C>. Lee, our Uereaa correspondent,
writer: Dr. John W. Heron, of the Presbyterian
Minion, died at Seoul July Boro in England
lu Dr. liercn accompanied hi* father, a ©on-
KrogationalUt divine, to the United States in 1870.
Dr. Heron graJuatrd at Maryville College, East
lenneiree, and also from the Medical Depart moat
of the University of Tennessee, with the highest
honors. After practising his psofesGoa for a short
tlinnat Jcne*borough, Tenn

, ho graduated in l$is4
at the Medical Department of the University of
New York with honors, and became resldout phv.
slclan lu the Blackwell's Island Hospital. gHo
married, in mi, Miss Hattie Gibson, a belle or
fcaat Tennessee, and went to Corea the same
year undor the auspices oftho Presbyterian Boird
of Foreign Missions, earnestly consecrating his
life to the redemption of the Doreens. Dr.
Heron was twice ennobled by his Coreaa Majesty*
who/e physician be became in 1JH7, and was also
in charge of the Koval Hospital at the time of hi*
death, which was due to typhoid fever. He waves
a widow and two children. His untimely .loath is

much regretted by the native and foreign com-
munities.
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dies of dlegu^t a^the appearance on the scene of
his meaner fellow-creature, does not appear.
—Dr. John G. Lee, our Oorean correspondent,

writes: Dr. John W. Heron, of the Presbyterian
Mission, died at Seoul July 23. Born In England
in 1856, Dr. Heron accompanied his father, a Oon-
greg atlonalist divine, to the United States in 1870.
Dr. Heron graduated at Maryville Oollege, East
Tennessee, and also from the Medical Department
of the University of Tennessee, with the highest
honors. After practising his profesrioa fora short
timaat Jonesborough, Tenn

, he graduated in 1384
at the Medical Department of the University of
New York with honors, and became resident phy-
sician in the Blackwell’s Island Hospital. gHe
married, in 1884, Miss Hattie Gibson, a belle of
East Tennessee, and went to Corea the same
year under the auspices of the Presbyterian Board
of Foreign Missions, earnestly consecrating his
life to the redemption of the Coreans. Dr.
Heron was twice ennobled by his Oorean Majesty,’
whofe physician he became in 1837, and was also
in charge of the Royal Hospital at the time of b*
death, which was due to typhoid fever. He loaves
a widow and two children. His untimely death is

much regretted by the native and foreign com-
munities.



SYNOD OF TENNESSEE

A UJtr Gathering of Presbyte-
rians In Knoxville.

Many Delegates Present—Ite Various
Committees Appointed —Some Res-

olutions Adopted a: Yester-
day's Session

the following resolution was offered:

Resolved. Thai we hereby place on rec-

I this expression of our unfeigned
nkfnines* for the lift* and labor- of our

‘ear brother, Jm>. \V. Heron, M. D., and
l our profound grief at his

arly death in the height of
•is usefulne*-. His ^*rvhrs a-

a pioneer
n missionary work in the kingdom of
Corea have built him an enduring monu-
nent. Hi> fame i- in the church. but.

tetter still, we belieue it i* the true fan*

that lives an*l -iireads aloft by those pi

ye* and perfect witin*** of an all-judging
< • .»«!.** Ill* won the confidence and alfei

-

tion of a king and hi* court but dedicated
all the prestige this fact gave him to the

laying, strong and deep of the foundation*
of the future church of Korea. He wa*
the !***]• »\ cd physician. «»,' hiving touch, of

skillful hand, of quick * on-scinur. of

faithful heart, of hero - devotion ami
( hrialioit /cal. He was Idcx-ed of Hod in

healing soul and body. His

live year* of labor demonstrated
his powers of mind and body, and as he
fall* our church realized the great lies* of

the loss sustained. In the >:»<•!•< *1 dust of

;
Samuel A. Jlhea, in Persia, and of duo. \Y.

.

Heron, in Korea. we rake |H»ssc*vion ' the
conyf'Ueiiv of Asia a- r. ;'hrjst«a:: home till

the day when their spirits shall
with s over the f.nai triumph. If ithica

and Heron could gi . e their live* for the
cause, what can we withhold. I)r. Heron
died young, l>m God said hu* work wd*
done and he was content. May Isis conse-
crated career nerve us uj do our won. well
on this side the globe.”
On motion tin* ret. »r: was adapted.





224 THE MEDICAL MISSIONARY RECORD.

JOHN WILLIAM HERON, M. D.

The subject of the following sketch was gifted

to an unusual degree with those elements which

enable a man to stand in the forefront of his

fellows and ensure success, and thus prom-

inence.
v

The natural gifts possessed, were well balanced

by spiritual graces, giving a roundness and sym-

metry of character not often met with.

Succeeding beyond his compeers in his medi-

cal career as a student, he carried off all the hon-

ors that came in his way, and then with truly

Christian grace and heroism laid aside all the

things which promised to place him at the head

in his chosen profession, and “ left all ” of pros-

pects, home and country to minister to the poor

suffering people of Korea. Having heard of the

wonderful success attending Dr. Allen’s labors

in that country, he decided to join him after

spending the winter of 1884-5 in New York City

taking a course of post-graduate study.

While thus seeking to the better fit himself

for his work abroad, he evidenced the true

missionary spirit by laboring among the medical

students in this city, and was often to be found

taking active part in the Y. M. C. A. work.

It was in the spring of 1885 that Dr. Heron

and Dr. Swan, now of Canton, China, took leave

of their friends in this city at a meeting held in

the parlor of the Y. M. C. A. building on

Twenty-third Street. It was the editor’s priv-

ilege to preside at this meeting, which was a

deeply interesting one.

We well remember one’remark of our departed

brother—“ Where I ain going, fellows and

friends, I shall be cut off in all probability from

other physicians. I shall have to meet and

treat all kinds of difficult cases, and not be able

to call in a brother physician in consultation,

and yet it will not be so, for I shall always be

able to consult with the Great Physician, who

knoweth our frames, for He made them, for “ all

hings were made by Him.”

In The Interior of Chicago of August 21,

1890, the following appeared :
“ I feel that I

must offer at least a word as reminder of the

great loss the Church has sustained in this sud-

den removal of one of its most talented and con-

secrated laborers in the foreign field.

“ I know whereof I speak, for it was my pri-

vilege to share for a season the wholesome

cheer of his exceptional Christian home, to see

him in his work, and to mark the unqualified

deference and esteem in which he was held by

natives and foreigners alike.

“ I know full well the deep gloom that is now

overhanging both of the American Missions, as

well as the diplomatic circles at Seoul, as they

seek to rally from this heavy blow which Provi-

dence has dealt them, and to minister comfort

to his stricken household.

“ An Englishman by birth, the grace of perse-

verance was not the least of his endowments.

Supplementing his academic course by efficient

service as a teacher in Tennessee, he was a man

of liberal culture. Bearing off the first honors

of his class in the best medical schools of this

country, and adding to his professional attain-

ments, rare personal and social graces, he was

equipped far more than local eminence in

America. But, convinced ofjhis Master's call to

labor in the widening field of foreign missions,

he humbly, and with steadfast purpose, devoted

himself to this his chosen work.

“ Obstacles and delay, sufficient to dishearten

many another, were unavailing to turn him from

his purpose. At length his desire was granted,

and in the flush of his young manhood he en-

tered eagerly upon an appointment as physician

in the recently established Korean Mission.

“ There his keen discernment and sound sense

guided him in a course of service at once

aggressive and conservative. Perceiving that the

masses are to be reached through the court, he

sought and won prompt recognition there, and
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was ere long honored with a decoration, which
secured him a high place in the popular regard.

“ Aware that in initial missionary work* future

success depends upon laying the foundation

good and strong, he made haste slowly, while

strengthening the bases of medical and educa-

tional work. Prompt, courteous and self-forget-

ful, he made his presence a help and an inspira-

tion indeed to his fellow missionaries.

“ By his little acts of kindness, as well"as by
the larger provision for their comfort, he grew
into their hearts to an extent which they will

fully appreciate only now that he is with them
no more.

“ To find as his successor one who will prove

his equal, in this regard, is no easy task. Five

years of unremitting labor ended, and the Church
of God enriched by their results.

“ A noble life cut short in its prime, yet ex-

pressed in a character rare for its union of

strength and beauty—this is memory’s heritage

from him to all of those who, like myself, knew
and loved the man, and now mourn his death as

a personal bereavement.”

Wm. Gardner.
Fulton, 111.

John William Heron was the eldest son of the

late Bev. E. S. Heron. His father was Scotch,

his mother English. He was born in Derby-

shire, England, in 1856, but came to Knoxville,

Tenn., with his family at the age of fourteen in

May, 1870. He was converted at fifteen and
united with the church near Knoxville, of which

his father was pastor, December 17, 1871.

For some years before leaving England he

had attended an excellent and well-known school

for ministers’ sons, and entered Maryville College

Tennessee, January, 1874, where he was a faith-

ful and diligent student and won the affection

and respect of the faculty. Through stress of.

circumstances he returned home in order that

his younger brother, who had decided for the

ministry, might begin his college course—and
spent about four years teaching in the public

schools. He had a desire for the medical pro-

fession from childhood, and it was his parents’

choice for him, but for many years the way for a
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medical education seemed ‘ hedged up yet so
strong was his desire, that he never wholly re-

linquished his boyish ambition and finally began
to save funds towards attaining it. He spent a
year in preparatory reading under a physician
and entered the medical department of the Uni-
versity of Tennessee in Nashville, January, 1881.

There he pursued his studies with the most
indefatigable industry, indeed, with such
fervor that for a time after his graduation
his health suffered. He passed his examinations
with honors, and carried off the medal of each of

four departments, as well as the gold medal
presented by fthe faculty for the best final ex-

amination in medicine and surgery. The other

medals (4) were from the Professors of Practice,

Materia Medica, Obstetrics, and Clinical Diag-
nosis.

After leaving Nashville he returned to his

home near Knoxville, and in a few weeks settled

at Jonesboro, Tenn., for the practice of his pro-

fession. While there he joined the church
under the pastorate of Rev. C. A. Duncan, and
was elected deacon. After much thought he
decided that his duty called him to the foreign,

field. It is believed that he was largely influ-

enced in this decision by Mr. L. D. Wishard,

Secretary of the College Y. M. C. A.

A winter spent in New York Medical Univer-

sity for special preparation for Korea was ad-

vised by the Board. While carrying on his

studies he filled the position of assistant phy-

sician in the Almshouse on Blackwell’s Island.

After his graduation in New York, he returned

to Jonesboro, where on April 23d, 1885, he was
married to Harriet Elizabeth, only daughter of

Dr. Gibson, in the Presbyterian Church of that

town, the ceremony being performed by his

father, assisted by Rev. C. A. Duncan, pastor of

the church.

The next day Dr. and Mrs. Heron were at the

missionary meeting of the Ladies’ Presbyterial

Society at the Second Church, Knoxville, Tenn.,

when a reception was given them. The follow-

ing week a farewell meeting was held in Jones-

boro, and they finally left Knoxville, for Korea,

on Thursday the first of May, 1885.

i
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From his father Dr. Heron inherited the depth

of intellect which made his medical career in

Nashville so successful, and his self-forgetting,

whole hearted devotion to Christian work was

also one of his father's most characteristic traits,

and none the less so of his widowed mother who
now mourns the loss of both husband and so

worthy and promising a son.

The facts contained in the foregoing historical

sketch were kindly furnished by a friend.

Mrs. Heron Sr. might be expected to be so

broken down by her double loss as to unfit her to

pay much attention to the work of missions. But

she is, as she told us a few days since, more in-

terested than ever, and is now particularly

anxious that the good work begun by her devoted

son should not be abandoned. She is now wait-

ing to hear of his successor and desirous to see

him. The devotion of the young wife of Dr.

Heron is no less remarkable. Having already

arranged for the journey home with her husband

when he was taken sick and died, she listens

to his appeal to “stick to the work,” and re-

mains to do what she can and care for her two

fatherless children.

What more natural than that she, thus left,

after an absence of more than five years, should

come home at once. Only those who have had a

similar experience know how long those five

years of absence would seem under such circum-

stances.

Truly the day of heroes and heroines has not

passed, and while such men and women live, love

and labor, the cause of Christ must tiiumph.

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS.

At the Missionary Conference recently held

in Shanghai, the following questions were pro- .

pounded and dealt with as stated. It will be

observed that there is some difference of opinion

in regard to the value of a limited medical

knowledge.

The whole question seems to hinge upon the

amount of discretionary wisdom possesred by

the one having the knowledge.

One match has saved a shipwrecked crew, and
another has set fire to a city.

“ What is the opinion of experienced mission-

aries as to the value or otherwise of the slight

medical knowledge obtainable by, say, six months*

training ? and should such training if desirable

be obtained entirely before coming out, or partly

after arrival in the field? Dr. Boone said he
thought such training entirely worthless. Dr.

Kerr said that he should differ from Dr. Boone.

There are many simple diseases the mode of

treating which could be well studied while ac-

quiring the language. Much good could be done
if they would confine themselves to these simple

diseases. A man, to have charge of a hospital

or dispensary, should be fully qualified. Dr.

Lay said that if a man is going into the interior

away from a doctor he should have a certain

amount of training in a hospital. If not sepa-

rated from a physician, a missionary should stick

to his profession. Mr. Hykes said that he had

seen this tried, and it depended on whether the

man had a well-balanced mind. He had seen

some who began to give some simple remedies,

such as ointments, and before they finished they

would amputate a man’s head.

Do you think it advisable to charge any fee

for treatment or medicine in a missionary hos-

pital ? Dr. Beebe said he charged a fee for reg-

istering, 26 cash. Dr. Kerr said that it de-

pended upon circumstances. In opening a new
station he would not charge a fee. In Canton

he charged in patients 20 cents and out-patients

nothing, unless they have separate rooms. We
charge $3 per month for room rent, nothing for

medicine or attendance. Dr. Boone said we
must be governed by circumstances ;

he believed

we should teach the Chinese to help themselves.

He never charged the poor. The rich he charged

according to their means
;
those of moderate

means pay the actual cost, and the poor who are

eight tenths in number, pay nothing. Where

they are able it is a duty to make them pay. Dr.

Kerr added a word as to the Wesleyan Hospital

at Fatshan. He said that Dr. Wenyon was in

the habit of making charges, and does not in con-

sequence limit his practice to any considerable
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In this issue we present to oar readers a

portrait and sketch of a devoted young man

whose departure is much regretted by many

relatives, friends and patients.

Our best thanks are tendered to those

friends who have kindly sent in their subscrip-

tions, some also paying for friends. We are

hoping soon to hear from others.

It is very encouraging to be able to state

that the International Medical Missionary

Society was much improved financially as com-

pared with last year, and that both houses are

filled, the one with earnest young men and the

other with devoted young women.

The “Opening Meeting” on October

4th, was a very enthusiastic one, and argued

well for the work of the session, both as to

students and workers. The next day, Sunday,

the work for the winter was begun in the

“Fourth Ward.”

Some idea of the kind of “ material
”

to be met and dealt with there, in the shape of

boys and girls, may be formed when it is stated

that often one boy is enough for one teacher to

manage. But kindness and fairness conquer.

Shrewd and cunning, they soon become

versed in all “ the black arts ” practiced by those

around them. Matured in vice, bigotry and

superstition, what wonder if they end their

lives on a scaffold? Wonder, indeed, if they did

not. Such are the children we seek to win for

Christ.

Then there is the work for the older

inhabitants, conducted in the evening by the

students. Some gather around the organ and

sing heartily, while others are outside “ fishing
”

for a congregation.

And they can catch men and women thus.

Yes, the poor drunkard and harlot, ill

clad and besotted with “ drink,” come “ to rest
’’

and listen to the sweet strains of the Gospel in

word and song.

Such is the practical work and training en-

gaged in by our students.

RECOLLECTIONS.

Under the above caption a former student of

Pennington Seminary, New Jersey, writes thus

of Dr. W. R. Summers, our first student in the

jReview of that institution.

“ Who, for example, did not look forward to

the brilliant career of Dr. Summers. How easily

I distinguish him from among all the other

students. I recall not only his brilliancy, but

his religious earnestness, his complete devotion

to the controlling thought of his life, the mis-

sionary work. He sleeps to-day in the soil of

heathen Africa, but his name is written among

those who are called the world s martyrs. His

was a short but honorable career. He left the

stage for the pulpit, exchanged earth for heaven.

He died in the midst of the battle, and his grave

is a star in the Dark Continent.”


